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NEW AT THE PARK
– Pat Gagan

Whose Trees?
You all know the lone copse of evergreens on
Round Bald as "Dr. Brown's Trees". But how
many of you know that the student assistant
to Dr. Brown, who actually planted the
seedlings, is still alive? Last January, Lowell
Ellis, who just celebrated his 97th birthday,
led a fascinating round table discussion about
those trees and the definitive flora surveys
that he and Dr. Brown conducted in 1933
and 1934. Visit the Interpretive Center at
Roan Mountain State Park and see a new
display donated by Mr. Ellis' family that
highlights early work on our beloved Roan.

Whose Shoes Have Been
Under This Table?
An antique nine-foot dining room table from the Cloudland Hotel serves as the centerpiece for
a new display at the Roan Mountain
State Park Conference Center.
Graciously donated to the Park by
Thomas O. Maher, great grandson of
General Wilder, the table has been in
Wilder family since the demise of the
Hotel. Completed this winter by Will
Redman of Appalachian State
University, the display features many of
the unique features of the resort hotel
including the floor plan, displayed here
for the first time.

FRIENDS LOSE A FAITHFUL MEMBER
Martina W. Haggard, 77, of Asheville, passed away peacefully on Monday, Jan. 2, 2006,
at the John Keever Solace Center of Care Partners Mountain Area Hospice in Asheville,
N.C., after a long battle with lung cancer.
Born in Germany on March 21, 1928, Martina immigrated with her parents and older
brother to Elizabethton, Tenn. in 1928. A graduate of Science Hill High School in Johnson
City, Tenn.; Virginia Intermont College in Bristol, Tenn. and the University of Tennessee
at Knoxville, with degrees in Fine Arts and Botany, she served briefly in the Women’s
Army Corps before settling in Asheville. Employed by Elizabeth Phelps Clothing in Arden,
she was later the receptionist of the Asheville Art Museum.
From 1959 to 1967 she was the Administrative Assistant at the Highlands Biological
Station. Martina, together with eminent botanists from the then "19 member Universities" established the Botanical
Garden now flourishing at the station. An accomplished artist, she organized annual art exhibits during the 8 years of her
tenure at the biological station.In1967 Martina married William H. Haggard. She later became Vice-President of
Climatological Consulting Corporation and coordinated the production of technical visual illustrations for evidentiary
presentation in weather related litigation. A member of the Southern Appalachian Mineral Society for over half a century,
she served as editor of their newsletter for decades and was Treasurer and Membership chairperson at the time of her
death.
Bird, butterfly, wildflower and conservation societies, art, and mineral museums benefitted from Martina’s active
participation and philanthropy. Her devotion to the North Carolina Zoo earned her membership in the "Directors Circle"
and the "Lions Pride." She served on many boards, including the Colburn Gem and Mineral (now Earth Science) Museum
and the Highlands Biological Foundation, and for the past 15 years volunteered regularly at the gallery in the Folk Art
Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Martina’s husband, Bill, said he believes that she attended every Roan Mountain Naturalists’ Rally since she, her father,
Dr. W. Martin Wadewitz, and Donna Netherland went to the very first one. Bill graciously provided us with Martina’s
passport photo, saying that though he has many photos of Martina at the rallies, most of them are taken from behind as
Martina leads the way up a trail or bends to admire a wildflower.

TELLING OUR STORIES
The Roan Mountain Naturalists’ Rallies had a grassroots beginning. More than forty years ago, people who loved nature got
together and organized hikes for anyone who wanted to come along and learn more about
the beautiful, abundant flora and fauna of this area. Little did they realize that their
efforts would grow to the scope of today.
There is no formal history of the rallies. But we are sure that there is a wealth of
informal history in your memories, your photograph albums and scrapbooks. The
Friends of Roan Mountain would like to gather the stories and photographs of rally
participants through the years. Do you have photographs that can be scanned and placed
on our web site? Do you have a favorite story about a hike, a slide show, a dinner, a
great discovery? If you have something you can share, please contact Nancy Barrigar.
The contact information is listed on the back page of this newsletter.
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Hampton Creek Cove State Natural Area
Designated as an Audubon Important Bird Area
Nominated by the Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy's (SAHC) 2005
Seasonal Ecologist Nora Schubert,
Hampton Creek Cove State Natural
Area (HCC SNA) was designated by
Audubon as an Important Bird Area
(IBA) on December 31, 2005.

habitat for the Golden-winged Warbler,
a
Tennesssee "In Need of
Management" species. This
particular habitat type also supports
many other
species that require early successional
habitat for nesting such as the Alder
Flycatcher and Willow Flycatcher and
more common species. This habitat is
decreasing in the Southern
Appalachians due to reforestation and
human gentrification and is considered
rare at high elevations in the Southern
Blue Ridge.

Audubon, as the Partner for BirdLife
International, is working to identify a
network of sites that provide critical
habitat for birds. This effort known as the Important
Bird Areas Program (IBA) recognizes that habitat loss
and fragmentation are the most serious threats facing
populations of birds across America and around the
world. Unless the rapid destruction and degradation
of habitat can be slowed, populations of many birds
may decline to dangerously low levels. The IBA
Program helps birds by setting science-based priorities
for habitat conservation and promoting positive action
to safeguard vital bird habitats.

Managing Hampton Creek Cove in early
successional habitat and encouraging the creation of
early successional habitat on surrounding private land
may prove vital to the continued existence of the
Golden-winged Warbler in this region.

Hampton Creek Cove State Natural Area, a 700-acre
component of the Highlands of Roan conservation
initiative, is located in Carter County, TN, on the flanks
of Little Hump Mountain. A caretaker operates a small
Appalachian farm at the lower elevations. The site,
bisected by the Left Prong of Hampton Creek, contains
a diverse array of habitats including mature hardwood
forests, pasturelands and hay fields with a significant
amount of early and mid successional scrub-shrub
habitat on the perepheries of the fields.

The area is owned by the State of Tennessee and is
jointly managed by the state's Division of Natural
Heritage within the Department of Environment and
Conservation and by the Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy. SAHC has conducted
surveys of Golden-winged Warbler territories in
Hampton Creek Cove since 2002. HCCSNA, with 25
territorial Golden-winged Warblers, represents the
largest single Golden-winged Warbler site in the state.
Habitat management plans for this species are
underway.

The large mosaic of vegetative communities found at
Hampton Creek Cove supports at least 89 species of
birds, of which 71 species breed or are potential
breeders. Of these, 44 are neotropical species.
Others migrate through the area or overwinter on the
property. At the lower elevations, early secondary
successional habitat provides excellent
nesting

For more information see:
http://www.audubon.org/bird/iba/
http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/i/windbird/Sites%20pages/
Hampton%20Creek%20Cove.htm
http://appalachian.org/
www.state.tn.us/environment/nh/natareas/hampton/
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The Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy presents:

"Celebrating our Southern Appalachian Mountains: A Photographic Essay."
A photographic exhibition hosted by the Southern Appalachian Highlands
Conservancy, Nelson Fine Art Center, and Mahoney's Outfitters will be held at Nelson
Fine Art Center, 324 East Main Street in Johnson City, on Friday, March 31, 7:00 9:00 P.M.. This gala event will feature photography of the Roan Highlands and other
special places in the Southern Appalachians by Jerry Greer, David Ramsey, Ed Schell,
Dexter Newman, Mike Poe, Witt Langstaff, Jr., and many other regional nature
photographers who will be on hand. These works will be available for sale at the
event, with profits going to the Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC)
to support their mission to protect the Roan Highlands and other important mountain
areas in our region. Musical entertainment will be featured. Wine and light hors
d'oeuvres will be served. The public is cordially invited to this very special evening.
For more information on the event, please contact Jerry Greer at (423) 928-5463 or
David Ramsey at (423) 743-6570. For more information about SAHC, please visit
http://www.appalachian.org or call (828) 253-0095 or (423) 323-4993.

Roan Mountain Christmas Bird Count
The Roan Mountain Christmas Bird Count was conducted on December 18, 2005 with
temperatures of 24-46 F, skies partly cloudy to clear and wind light and variable.
Conditions included 1-4 in. snow above 4,000 ft. elevation. Eight observers in 2 parties
participated: Fred Alsop, Tom McNeil, Don Holt, Rob Biller, Tom Laughlin, Mary
Franslow, Rick Knight, Susan Hubley.
American Black Duck - 2
Mallard - 5
Bufflehead - 1
Hooded Merganser - 7
Turkey Vulture - 1
Cooper's Hawk - 1
Red-tailed Hawk - 6
Killdeer - 3
Mourning Dove - 17
Eastern Screech-Owl - 1
Great Horned Owl - 1
Barred Owl - 2
Belted Kingfisher - 8
Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - 6
Downy Woodpecker - 3
Hairy Woodpecker - 1

Northern Flicker - 1
Pileated Woodpecker - 10
Eastern Phoebe - 2
Blue Jay - 37
Am. Crow - 133
Com. Raven - 4
Carolina Chickadee - 27
Tufted Titmouse - 15
Red-breasted Nuthatch - 4
White-breasted Nuthatch - 10
Brown Creeper - 1
Carolina Wren - 16
Winter Wren - 5
Golden-crowned Kinglet - 11
Eastern Bluebird - 14
Hermit Thrush - 2
American Robin - 43

Submitted by Rick Knight, Johnson City, TN, rknight@preferred.com
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Gray Catbird - 1
Northern Mockingbird - 3
European Starling - 48
Cedar Waxwing - 2
Yellow-rumped Warbler - 5
Eastern Towhee - 6
Field Sparrow - 9
Song Sparrow - 35
Swamp Sparrow - 8
White-throated Sparrow - 17
Dark-eyed Junco - 50
Northern Cardinal - 17
American Goldfinch - 18
House Sparrow - 8
TOTAL - 48 species

MINUTES OF FRIENDS OF ROAN MOUNTAIN MEMBERSHIP MEETING - 9/10/05
Forty-two members attended the annual meeting held during the Fall Naturalists’ Rally just prior to the Sat.
evening program. Bob Whittemore presided as the board reported on actions taken at its meeting held
8/21/05.
Officers were elected for 2005-‘06: Gary Barrigar, Anne Whittemore, Bob Whittemore, Don Holt, Larry
McDaniel and Jerry Greer.
Treasurer, Anne Whittemore reported $7003.47 in the treasury as of 8/21/05. The Board approved a
savings account for funds from life memberships was to be opened with $1750 and a second savings account
was approved for raffle proceeds (these have been designated for grant use). FRM now has 501C status. It
is also registered with TN charitable organizations.
Grants: Bob has drafted a letter to send to area colleges and universities concerning grant applications. A
letter of thanks was received from Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservatory for a gift of $1500 in honor
of Ed Schell.
Projects supportive of the park’s naturalist-related activities are being sought. Plans are being made for
interpretative signs for a nature trail in the park. Another interpretative sign is to be made for Round Bald
with the assistance of the Forest Service.
Website: The brochure, registration form, and newsletter are all posted on the site.
Member suggestion: Dan Russo raised the issue of FRM’s vulnerability to litigation should a hiker be injured.
Several suggestions were made that the Board will consider.
Respectfully submitted, Kathy Wing

Editor
Nancy Barrigar
708 Allen Avenue
Elizabethton, TN 37643
(423) 543-7576
barrigargn@earthlink.net

Find us on the web at http://www.etsu.edu/biology/roan-m tn/
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